Single crystals of the title compound, C 10 H 11 NO 4 , an intermediate in the industrial synthesis of yellow azo pigments, were obtained from the industrial production. The molecules crystallize as centrosymmetic dimers connected by two symmetry-related N-HÁ Á ÁO C hydrogen bonds. Each molecule also contains an intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO C hydrogen bond. The dimers form stacks along the a-axis direction. Neighbouring stacks are arranged into a herringbone structure.
Related literature
For studies on aminoterephthalic acid esters, see : Wegscheider et al. (1912) ; Clark et al. (1995) ; O'Connor et al. (1999) ; Lavalette et al. (2002) ; Jones et al. (2008) . For syntheses wherein the title compound is used, see: Cordier & Coulet (1994) ; Metz & Weber (1999) ; Stengel-Rutkowski & Metz (2000) ; Jung et al. (2001) ; Herbst & Hunger (2004) ; Schweikart et al. (2007) . For the crystal structure of the final product, Pigment Yellow 213, see: Schmidt et al. (2009) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Fig. 1 ), C 10 H 11 NO 4 , is used in the synthesis of industrial azo pigments like Pigment Yellow 213 (Metz & Weber, 1999; Stengel-Rutkowski & Metz, 2000; Herbst & Hunger, 2004; Schmidt et al., 2009) (For synthesis of Pigment Yellow 213 see Fig. 1 ). Compound I is known since 1912 (Wegscheider et al.; 1912) and has been the subject of numerous investigations, e.g. as intermediate (Cordier & Coulet, 1994) , antitumor drug (Clark et al.; 1995) , drug against reflux disease (O'Connor et al., 1999) , in synthesis of pigments (Jung et al., 2001; Herbst & Hunger, 2004; Schweikart et al., 2007) , in preparation of polymers (Lavalette et al., 2002) , and in parallel syntheses (Jones et al., 2008) ; but its crystal structure has not been determined hitherto.
In order to determine the crystal structure of compound I and to search for different crystallographic phases, hydrates or solvates, a polymorph screening was performed. Different crystallization methods were used including (1) Neighbouring stacks show a herringbone arrangement.
The crystals of compound I were obtained from Clariant GmbH, Frankfurt am Main.
Refinement
The H atoms attached to C atoms were geometrically positioned and were constrained using C planar -H = 0.95 Å, C methyl -H = 0.98 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C planar ) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ). The H atoms at the NH 2 group were taken from a difference Fourier synthesis and were refined. The torsion angles about the O-C methyl groups were refined.
sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Preparation of Pigment Yellow 213 in which compound (I) is used as preproduct. Fig. 2 . Molecular structure of compound I, with atom labels and anisotropic displacement ellipsoids (drawn at 50% probability level) for non-H atoms. 
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